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We are so happy to announce we had a terrific turn out for the 
Hoboken Family Alliance All Schools Open House on Thursday, 
Oct 26th.  Many families came to learn about our Early Childhood 
Program and Tools of the Mind curriculum.  We are looking forward 
to welcoming families to our schools for an open house in February of 
2018 and for the week of registration in April.  For more information 
please see our district website.

The parent workshop “Coping with Stress” will be held on November 
15th at Rue from 5:30-700 PM.  All families are encouraged to attend.  
See attached flyer.  Please RSVP to Diana Milne at dmilne@hopes.org 
or Veronica Marrero at vmarrero@mselc1979.org.

Look for Coat Drive information being sent home with your child.  
Coats will be collected from November 1st until December 13th 
at Brandt and Demarest Preschool locations.  It is the 22nd annual 
Jersey Cares Coat Drive and last year we donated 8 bags of coats as 
a school community.  We hope to meet or exceed that number this 
year! 

Two of our district’s top programs combined last week in the Science and Art Expo at Connors Elementary School. 
Project Lead The Way met Passport to Learning for an early evening that highlighted the artwork of the Thomas G. 
Connors Passport to Learning Program, and addressed the interest that many of the parents have expressed in the 
PLTW program since September. The PLTW teachers were on hand to assist student facilitators at four different project 
stations. Parents and students were able to visit the stations and work through Project Lead The Way engineering 
projects together. We will be hosting more of these events throughout the school year. 

Athletics Department
Please join us on Friday, November 17 for the first annual 
Hoboken Soccer Patron’s Pasta Cup!

Top restaurants in Hoboken will compete with their 
signature pasta dishes to win the designation of “Best in 
Hoboken”. 100% of the proceeds will go to the Hoboken 
High School Girl’s Soccer Program.

All additional information can be found by clicking here.

Don’t forget to follow the Hoboken Soccer Patrons on 
Facebook! www.facebook.com/hobokensoccerpatrons

Winter athlete registration is now live online. Any student 
who wishes to participate in a winter sport at Hoboken 
High School and needs to register can find registration 
links here. 

Additional Resources: 

Website
Schedules
Testimonials

On Saturday, November 4th, the Rockin’ Redwings marched in the Third Annual Parade of Veterans and Local Heroes 
in Jersey City.  Six local veterans were honored, including the parade’s Grand Marshall, Vietnam veteran John Scafidi.  
The band joined dozens of organizations as the parade made its way down Newark Avenue, Columbus Drive, and 
Grove Street.

On Sunday, November 6th, the Rockin’ Redwings showed off their halftime routine at the 9th Annual Weehawken 
Marching Festival!.  The exhibition festival featured nine area bands, which were given critiques and joined together 
on the field at the end for a award ceremony at the end.  Drum majors Mariah Torres and Gabriellis Del Valle received 
the trophies for Hoboken High School!

Upcoming Events
November 6-7

Spring Awakening Auditions

November 7
Election Day

*Schools are open

November 9-10
Schools Closed

NJEA Convention

November 14
HBOE Meeting

November 15
Marking Period 1 Ends

SEPAC Meeting

HHS Coffee with the Counselors -
Genesis Parent Portal Workshop

November 22
Early Dismissal

November 23-24
Schools Closed

November 6, 2017

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

Guidance Department
51 Hoboken High School students took the W!SE 
Certification Pre-Test last week. The W!SE Financial 
Literacy Certification is a national certification that 
assesses students’ knowledge of personal finance. 
Students who pass the assessment earn the distinction 
as ‘Certified Financially Literate’, an indication that they 
have met current national standards for knowledge of 
personal finance. It is encouraging to see so many of 
our high school students preparing for the future!

Please be sure to check the 2017-2018 Guidance Calendar for all of our upcoming 
college visits, student and parent workshops, and events.

Upcoming College Visits: 
New Jersey City University, SUNY Canton

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Even though the winter weather is beginning to creep up on us, our district is 
heating up with a number of really exciting events, activities and initiatives! I hope 
you enjoy reading about all of the wonderful successes we continue to experience 
in this week’s edition of The Herald. 

One of my favorite things to do each month is to recognize our outstanding students 
who earn the Student of the Month distinction. Please join me in congratulating 
Hoboken Public School District’s October Students of the Month:

 Brandt School   Truman Pimsner – 2nd Grade   
 Calabro School   Arianna Marin – 6th Grade   
 Connors School  Annabelle Welch - Kindergarten    
 Wallace School   Jake Ellis – 2nd Grade     
 Hoboken Middle  Sanjna Samrai – 7th Grade   
 Hoboken High  Kianna Santiago – 12th Grade 

I am very excited to announce that we had 51 Hoboken High School students take 
the W!SE Certification Pre-Test last week. The W!SE Financial Literacy Certification 
is a national certification that assesses students’ knowledge of personal finance. 
Students who pass the assessment earn the distinction as ‘Certified Financially 
Literate’, an indication that they have met current national standards for knowledge 
of personal finance. It is encouraging to see so many of our high school students 
preparing for the future!

More exciting news from Hoboken High School includes our entry into the 
Washington University Chemistry Tournament! The Washington University Chemistry 
Tournament (WUCT) is an annual chemistry competition held on Washington 
University’s campus in St. Louis, MO. The competition invites high school students 
across the nation to participate in a series of individual and team-based chemistry 
exams, engage with college students and faculty, and earn recognition at an awards 
ceremony. WUCT emphasizes real-world applications of science and encourages 
students to work in teams to solve problems. Our AP Chemistry students will be 
joined by HHS teacher Ms. Amin on April 7th for the competition! Stay tuned for 
more information later in the year!

Hoboken High School’s Personal Growth Period hosted a panel of local entrepreneurs 
for the first lunchbox lecture series for Career Explorations. I want to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to our gracious guests. It is our goal to expose our students to 
the many successful business owners throughout the City of Hoboken.

Two of our district’s top programs combined last week in the Science and Art Expo 
at Connors Elementary School. Project Lead The Way met Passport to Learning for 
an early evening that highlighted the artwork of the Thomas G. Connors Passport 
to Learning Program, and addressed the interest that many of the parents have 
expressed in the PLTW program since September. The PLTW teachers were on hand 
to assist student facilitators at four different project stations. Parents and students 
were able to visit the stations and work through Project Lead The Way engineering 
projects together. We will be hosting more of these events throughout the school 
year.  I hope that you can join us!  

Our Passport to Learning Program is requesting your feedback!  Please use this 
link to find our Parent Survey, which can be completed and submitted online. The 
results of this survey will help us plan for next semester’s course offerings and 
improve upon practices and processes.

Our 6th Grade STEM partnership with Stevens Institute began last week for another 
year of hands-on learning. The Stevens Ducklings Program brings collegiate student 
athletes from Stevens Institute of Technology into each of our schools to facilitate 
intriguing labs and experiments that are meant to be interactive and fun, in addition 
to valuable learning experiences. Our 6th grade students truly enjoy meeting so 
many incredible role models from Stevens and taking part in the great program. Be 
on the lookout for more information as the year moves along!

During the month of November, our schools scheduled various Fall Festivals. I was 
pleased to attend the Fall Festival at Connors Elementary School on Saturday.  It 
was wonderful to see so many families. I would like to send a huge thank you to the 
Connors P.T.O and to Dr. Pollins and her staff. Our next Fall Family Festival will be 
hosted by the new Hoboken Middle School on Thursday November 16th.  This event, 
planned for our Middle School families, is intended to celebrate the fall season and 
Thanksgiving with music, arts and crafts activities and more! Additionally, students 
will be collecting non-perishable foods to benefit the St. Francis Food Pantry in 
Hoboken. More information will be published online and sent home during the 
week. We hope to see you there!

Last year, Brandt Primary School student Brooks Vinish wrote a story called “In 
the Hudson” for a kindergarten Narrative Writing assignment. We are so proud 
to announce that his story was performed during the ‘Story Pirates’ New York City 
Showcase over the weekend! Please join me in congratulating Brooks and his family 
on such an incredible achievement! 

Our student successes would 
not be possible without the 
hard work and dedication of our 
exemplary staff members. I want 
to applaud our seven district 
staff members who attended 
two full days of training with 
The Academy for Social and 
Emotional Learning in Schools 
last week. This professional 
learning experience is the first 
step in the process to earn 
SECD certification through 
Rutgers University.

I also want to recognize Mr. Mark Mautone, who continues to make us proud 
with his selection as a presenter at the New Jersey Special Education Summit last 
Thursday. Mr. Mautone led a breakout session focused on Family and Community 
Engagement. Ms. Pope, Interim Director of Special Services, reported that Mr. 
Mautone was captivating and well-received by all attendees.

As you know, tomorrow is Election Day. As in years past, all Hoboken Public Schools 
are open tomorrow.  We will, however, be closed on November 9th and 10th for the 
NJEA Teacher’s Convention. During these convention days, many of our teachers 
participate in a number of workshops to enhance their professional practice. This 
year, I am proud to announce that Ms. Kathleen Terhune, 4th Grade Teacher at 
Calabro School, will be presenting and representing our district as the Hudson 
County Teacher of the Year.  I have seen Ms. Terhune in action with her students 
and she is a truly amazing educator.  

Our Redwings Athletic Program brings great joy to our students, their families and 
the community-at-large. I would like to invite you to the First Annual Hoboken Italian 
Pasta Cup, an event planned by parents and guardians to benefit the Hoboken 
High School Girls Soccer Program. You can find more information here.

As always, it is so important for parents and guardians to be actively engaged in our 
schools. We are making it easier through our Technology Initiative! All kindergarten 
through sixth grade teachers have been using ClassDojo to connect with parents 
and help supplement work happening in the classroom. Our middle school and 
high school teachers have begun to use Google Classroom to create an online hub 
for their students to share resources and submit some of their work. Please be sure 
to create an account and engage with your child’s education!

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I encourage 
you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside you will find important 
program highlights and resources, contact information, and more! This calendar will 
be updated throughout the year, so be sure to check back often.

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and download 
our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-time for your convenience. 
Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
hobokenpublicschools, and download our app on your Android and iOS devices 
by searching “Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

New Library Media Curriculum for the Hoboken Public 
Schools

Reading is a foundational skill for learning, personal growth and 
enjoyment. Instruction begins in Kindergarten and evolves as children 
grow throughout the years. To support the acquisition of this lifelong 
skill, the Hoboken Public Schools will now offer lessons in Library and 
Media to all students in grades K-6. The newly designed curriculum will 
be infused through the English Language Arts blocks and will be taught 
by our ELA teachers throughout the school year.   

In addition to the lessons and activities, all homerooms in Grades K-6 will take part in the library visitation program. 
During these visits, students will take part in hands-on activities that will reinforce the library/media skills taught in 
their ELA classes. The program, which is aligned to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) and American 
Association of School Librarians (AASL) Standards, is designed to encourage effective use of classroom libraries, 
promote recreational reading, engage reluctant readers and introduce our elementary students to research and study 
skills at an earlier age. 

Link to Library Media Curriculum

Curriculum

Hairy Harry: Students and parents were able to take home a Harry face cup 
filled with grass seed. the goal is for the family to maintain the seeds and grass, 
and observe the growth rate and record data using their activity sheet.

Traveling Water: Students and parents work together and observe the rate 
and speed water travels through a paper towel to another cup in order to 
complete the activity sheet. The project added two additional challenge that 
the students and parents could continue at home in order to further their 
scientific exploration:

Iron in Our Food: Students and parents were able to use magnets to physically 
draw iron out of cereal. For many of our guest were surprise to see the particles 
of iron in what is normal their morning breakfast. 

Paper Structure Project: Students and parents were challenge to create 
a structure out of only two pieces of paper that would hold 30 pounds of 
textbooks. The parents and students that attempted were excited with the 
accomplishments, and many attempt and were able to build a structure that 
held more than 30 pounds.

Pictured left to right:  David White, Stacie Gleason, Jessica Hosbach, 
Stefanee Wolfsie, Beverly Gross, Allison Lemberg, and Susan Wiener.
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